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rapidly as he had risen, the Great Seal was taken
from him within three months after Campeggio's
departure, his wealth was confiscated, and he was
on his way to London to answer a series of charges
under the Statute of Pracinitnirc, when he died at
Leicester. His death marks the close of the first
period of Henry's reign and the committal of
England to a course of hostility to Rome. As has
been said, he was the last of those great ecclesiastical
statesmen who figure so largely in the history of
England, and he was in some ways the greatest.
His tireless industry, his grasp of affairs, his appre-
ciation of the changed character of the times, stamp
him as a man of great ability, but it must be remem-
bered that he was a determined enemy to political
liberty, and, while desiring a moral reformation of the
Church, a vigorous opponent of freedom of thought
in religions matters. His fall was an advantage to
the country, as enabling it at last to deliver itself
from the tyranny of dogma.

In the period which closed with the fall of this
great man, the central feature was clearly the vast
increase of the royal power. After the turmoil of
the Wars of the Roses there was an universal desire
for peace, and peace at any price, and this could
only be satisfied by the establishment of a strong
executive. The vigorous rule of the Tudors exactly
suited the needs of the time, and, delighted with the
new-found rest, the people appeared to grow care-
less of those ancient liberties which had been so
dearly bought Consequently the government of
England seemed to have been changed ; the king